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ET us obſerve the application of old eme 
paflages which belong to JEHO vA, to i 
us Chriſt, in the new teſtament, and try whether 
we can acquit. the writers of the nem teſtament of 
miſrepreſentation, on ſuppoſition that Jeſus is not” =; 


God. This obſervation does not n 


5 vpn Se * 112 as the equity -of: hose, Woo 
apply thow men, who pretend to eee TH 

ave a * uh to look: for the utmoſt preciſiory; -: 8 
W hat ſhould 7 have thought of Peter, if he had 


claimed the crown of Judea from the* [reign ng 
prince, and had aid i in ü upport of his claim, - It is 


written, DA vip's ſeed ſhall endure for ever, and ax 
throne as the ſun before. me And what then? 
it would have been ſaid, M bat have von to do win 
what is predicted of another perſon) Let us apply 
this to the ſubject in hand. St, Paul ſays, We ſha 

Il ſtand (LEES the judgement, ſeat * of Cann” 
That we ſhall all be judged, we allow. But how do 
you prove that Chriſt ſhalt. be our judge? © Be. 
cauſe,” adds the Apoſtle, © it is written As 1 live, - 
faith- THE Lon b, every knee ſhallbowii ein and 
every tongue ſhall confeſs to God * What ort f 5 
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reaſoning is this? How does this apply to Chri 
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The inhabitants of Jeruſalem ſhall look upon Mx, 
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if Chriſt be not God? and how dare a man quote 
one of the moſt guarded paſſages in the old teſta- 
ment for ſuch a — 15 he paſſage is this, 
« There is no GOD BLSE BESIDE MER. A juit 
God and a Saviour, there Is NONE BESIDE ME. I 
am God, and THERE IS NONE ELsE. Unto MR 
every knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall ſwear*.” 
The Apoſtle's reaſoning is this. Jehovah ſays, Every 
knee ſhall bow-to him. - Jeſus is Jehovah. There- 

fore every knee ſhall bow to Jeſus, | 
John the Baptiſt . , is he, who was ſpoken of 
by the . Eſaias, ſaying, Prepare ye the way f. 
aith, Prepare the way of THz Lok D, make 


ſtraight a way for OUR Gop. Say unto the cities of 
Judah, Bebold vounx Gor. Behold, the Lon D 


-Gop will come, and feed his flock like a ſhep- 
herd 2. But what has John the Baptiſt to do with 


all this: deſcription, if Chriſt be only a meſſenger of 
Jehovah, and not Jehovah himſelf; for Tfaiah faith, 


Prepare ye the way of JEnovan? | 


A prophet; ſpeaking in the name of God, fays, 


whom they pierced 3. An' evangeliſt ſays, One 
of the ſoldiers with a fpear pierced the fide of Jeſus, 


and the ſcripture was fulfilled, which faith, They \ 
- hall look him whom they pierced |}. 2 


A prophet ſays, I ſaw the Loxp fitting upon a 
throne, high, and lifted up, and his train filled the 
e. And Seraphim cried one to another, 


Hot, Hory, HorLy, is THz Lon D oy Hosts, 


the whole earth is full of His glo . An evan- 
geliſt ſaith, * Theſe things ſaid Efaias, when he ſaw 
H1s glory, and ſpake of HIM/;” that is, of Jeſus tt. 


Ia. xlv. 20, Kc. + Matt. iii 1. 3. 1 188. Xl. 


3. 9, 10,11. Zech. xii. 10. John xix. 34. 
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A prophet ſays, The Lon p of Hours 'HiMsSELF 
ſhall be for a ſione of ſtumbling “.“ An apoſile ſays, 
Chriſt is that © ſtone of ſtumbling . 
It/ would be endleſs to enumerate all the ges 
which are thus applied to Jeſus Chriſt. Allow ge- 
ſus Chriſt to be God, and all theſe applications are” 
proper. If we deny it, the new teſtament, we mult” 
own, is ane of the moſt unaccountable compoſitions 
in the world, calculated to make eaſy things hard to 
be: underſtood. CC 
Let us take a ſingle paſſage of the old teſtament, 
and let us ſee what the application df it to Jefus' 
proves. John the Baptiſt ſends two of his diſeiples 
to Jeſus Chriſt to aſk him, Whether he were We 
expected Mefliah. The meſſengers find him ina 
crowd of diſeaſed people. To one, who had been 
blind, he gives fight. To another, who, had "been; 
deaf, he gives hearing. He cleanſeth lepers, and 
makes- the lame walk. Having healed the infirmi- 4 
ties of their bodies, he addrefleth himſelf to the di- 
orders of their minds, and ſpeaks with an authority" 7 
unknown to the ſcribes. By the gracefulneſs of his 
deportment, he obtains the attention of his here 
By the truth of his doctrine, he obtains the aſſent of 
their minds, By cloathing his ideas witly images, 


the archetypes of which had produced pleaſure and 


ain in his hearers, he obtains an authority over their 
arts, and excites, as he pleaſes, the hopes, the" 
fears, the Joys, e ſorrows, of his audience. Having 


th 

opened theſe grand ſprings of human action, he gives 

Plain and profitable — of conduct for thin | 

ducing and promoting of ſocial happineſs. Johns 

meſſengers took the firſt opportunity of deliveri | 

their meſſage. John Baptiſt,” ſay they, t 

ſent us to thee, ſaying, Art thou he that ſhould come, 
or look we for another? Jeſus anſwering, faid unto 


* Ia. viii. 13, 14. Peter li. 8. 
28 | them, 
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£ "Fg Go your way, and tell John what things 
have SEEN and HEARD, how that the blind 


| © the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf 05 


the dead are raiſed, and to the poor the goſpel is 
- And bleed! is he who ſhall not be offend- 
ed in me. Joln's diſciples return to the priſon, 
tell their maſier what miracles they had ſeen, and 
bat doctrines they had heard, — that Jeſus 
Chr iſt had not made a direct repl. to their queſtion: 
but had 44 the proof of his ip on his 
cauſing the blind to ſec, the lame io walk, and ſo 
on; - on the plainneſs of his doctrine to the loweſt 
of mankind, This is the fact. Let us hear John 
and his two diſciples, whom we will venture to name 
Reuben and Othniel, and let us ſee what they e can 
make of this fact. 
| - Reuben, We do not well comprehend the mean- 
ing of Jeſus. 
Juobn. I underſtand him choroughly: : he meant; 
Read what the prophets predict of the Mefliah ; 
compare my miniſtry with their predictions; and if 
my hiſtory exactly anſwer their hecies, you may” 
fairly infer, that I am the M * often promiſed, 
and ſa eagerly expected. 
Otbniel. il The prophecies are very numerous, maſter! 
to which of them did he refer us? -- 
To the thirty-fifth ſection of the propuccy of 
Iſaiah, where miraculous works and licity of 
dorine are ſaid to characteriſe the Meilah s mi- 
niſtry, and theſe are the two evidences of his mifhon, 
which he 1 you; * The blind ſee the poor un- 
derſtand * Take the parchment, and 
read the ſection | 
N. © The wilderneſs and ſolitary place ſhall be 
glad for them: and the deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſ- 
ſom as the roſe. It ſhall bloſſom abandanly, _ | 
{ rejoice even with joy and ſingi The glory of 
| Lebanon ſhall be given unto it; he excel 2 * 
arm 


fs 1 © 1 * 
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Carmel and Sharon. They ſhall ſee the 


glory of Je- || 
hovah, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen T1 
ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble- knees. 
Say io them, that are of fearful heart, Be ſtrong, 
fear not: behold your God will come with vengeance, 
eren God with a recompence, he will come and ſare 
you. Then the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf hall be unſtopped.. Then 
ſhall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb ſing; for in the wilderneſs ſhall waters 
break out, and ſtreams in the deſert. And the parch» 
ed ground ſhall become a pool, and the thirſty land 
ſprings of water. In the habitation of dragons, * 
where each lay, ſhall be graſs with reeds. and fuſhes. 
And an highway ſhall. be there, and a way, and it 


) 
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hall, be called The way of holineſs ; the unclean 1 
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wayſaring men, though fools, ſhall not err Werne. 
J. Stop, read the laſttine again. „„ 

err therein.“ 

is to fay, The way of bolineſs ſhall be rendered fo 
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fools, ſhall not 1 | 
plain by the doctrine of the Meffiah, that ſbe moſt . 


ſhall not paſs over it; but it ſhall be for thoſe: the 
| 0 lion. * 
F. The wayfaring men, though 
J. © FOOLS SHALL NOT ERR THEREIN” that [1-4 
155 of mankind ſhalt not be liable a err tberein. 
To this prophecy Jeſus referred. yon, when he ſaid, 
The poor have the goſpel preached unto them,” : 
Thie excellent method of teaching, and the miracy- 
lous recovery of “ ſight to the blind,” and of c health 
to the diſeaſed,” were to take place at the ſame time, 
and to be introduced by the ſame perſon; and the 
4 on, who introduceth both theſe, is the promiſed / 
an. ow | S Ait 514 14m 56a tl 
45 0. We ſaw Jeſus perform miracles; and we heard 
him teak as never man ſpake; and the prophet,* we 
ſee, deſcribes theſe actions, as proofs of the identity | 
of the Meſſiah; but, Rabbi! the prophet does not 
A 3 EE” aſcribe |}. 


GE WES: ; 
. aſcribe theſe events to man, he ſays, © Gor will 
come; Behold your Gop will come; ne will 
come and fave you;” and he calls the whole conibi- 
nation of events a diſplay of THE GLORY of Jz- 
HOVAH, the excellency of 0URr GoD. What has 


Jeſus of Nazareth to do with the incommunicable 


name of the blefſed God? | 
J The Meffiah is ſometimes ſpoken of in our pro- 
N as Jebovab, and ſometimes he is called Je- 
bovah's ſervant. Sometimes the nobleſt works are 
. aſcribed to him, and ſometimès the greateſt ſuffer- 


table is become a ſnare,” ſo that what 

-hould have been for their welfare is become a trap“, 
have imagined two Meffiahs, the one an exalted, t 

other a debaſed perſon : but the truth is, The Mef- 

Rah is one extraordinary perſon, in whom two * 
a 


*tures, the nature of God, and the nature of man, 
united. What is affirmed of him in one view cap- 
not be ſaid of him in another. The idea of the per- 
fon of the Meſſiah is a key to the prophecies, With- 
out uſing it you will never be able to ſatisfy your- 
ſelves. / N 
FN. Is Jeſus Lord then as well as Chriſt? —© 
J. Our family have always thought fo. My fa- 
ther taught me to believe myſelf “ a prophet of THE 
-H1GHEST,” becauſe I was to“ go before the face of 
nE LonD to prepare his way; and he took his 
notion of the Lord, before whom I had the honour 
to go, from this prophet, who calls the perſon, before 
whom I go, JEHO VAR, our Gopf.” _. 
K. I have been told, that when the late King en- 
quired of the ſcribes where the Mefhah ſhould be 
-born, they told him at Bethlehem-Judah f. Now 
the fame prophet, who fixes the place of his birth, 


$420 Pal. ix. 22, 23. F 2 7 Iſa. xi. 3. Luke Ui. 4. 
1 Matt, ii. 4. 5 05 8 
ti? fixes 


ings. Our wiſe men, whoſe © eyes are darkened,” 
and boſe 


„%% 


from the days of eternity. © „ 
J. There are many prophecies of this kind, and to 


of Ge | 
fixes alſo the rant of him, who was to be born; the 
« ruler of Iſrael, whoſe goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlaſting, 1s to be» born, in Bethlehent- 


Judah“. I confeſs this. paſſage was i 


fible to me. I could not conceive how a child born - 


at Bethlehem could cauſe emanations of his excellency 


our puerile and depraved minds they may appear in- 
confiftent, and 2 Do you think Jeſus 
faid in vain, © Bleſſed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be 
offended in me? W 
R. God forbid, Rabbi! that we ſhould form our 


by exterior appearances according to the falſe makims 


wiſdam which buried gold and diamonds in dark ſub- 
terraneous caverns of rocks and earth, generally 


throws a veil. of meanneſs over real majeſty, at ng 
creating a field to exerciſe human induſtry,” and a 


crown to reward it. Were we to renounce this prim- 


ciple, we ſhould reverence Herod, the crueleſt of ty- ö 
rants, on the throne ; and forſake you, the beſt of : 
' maſters, in the priſon... | 


J. Apply this principle to the prophecy of Micah. 14 


«© The GOINGS FORTH of him, who ſhall cou 
PORTH out of Bethlehem, have been from of old, 


from everlaſting ;” that is to ſay, in plain popular 


ſtyle, He, who ſhall be bornat Bethlehem, appeared 

often to our fathers in the earlier aes of the world; 
O Will you explain yourſelf, maſter ? . {7 
% ol * will, 

facts, take care that you do not draw your concluſion 

from either of them ſeparately ; my conclufion ariſeth 

from the union of the three. Is God, think you, 

inviſible ? 


But as I am going to reaſon from three 


- he 


judgements of natural dignity, or of moral excelleney, - 
: 4 
of the world. You have taught us, that the { 3 
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- | | 
'® Micah v. 2. | 


ks -- O. Undoubti- 
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0. Undonbtedly he ia. You have informed us, 
that“ no man HArH ſeen God at any time“, and 
Moſes hath taught us, that no man can ſee God f.“ 
We venerate theſe teftimonies the more, becauſe, 
we know, they are conformable to the dictates of 
) A 7h 0 2H Prog 
J. This is one fat, The firſt great-cauſe, the in- 
Finite ſpirit, whom we call Jehovah, is inviſible to 
every material eye. Let us proceed to the ſecond. 

Did Jehovah appear to our fathers ? obs bt 
N. Some being in the form of an angel, or of a 
man, who called himſelf Jehovah, often appeared to 
_ tl eſpecially in the early ages of the 
lf the man, or the meſſenger, who appeared to 
dur fathers called himſelf Jehovah, certainly he was 
Jehorah. The great defign of our religion is to dif- 

- Wtnguiſh the one living and true God from every 
bother being. For this purpoſe God taught Moſes to 
call him by a particular AME, and faid, © Ty1s is 
my memorial unto all generations 3.” A promiſ- 
cuous uſe of names always produceth a confuſion of 
ideas in regard to the objects, to which the names 
are given; and had not Moſes maintained a chaſte 


preciſion of ſtyle in his writings, his law would have 


defeated- its own deſign. Befide, he who appeared 
to our fathers, ſuffered himſelf to be worſhipped, 
and not only took the names and titles of Jehovah, 

but alſo promiſed and threatened, bleſſed and chaſ- 
Aiſed in his own right; whence I infer that he, who 
appeared of old, was Jehovah, rendering himſelf vi- 
Able and acceflible to creatures by the borrowed 
form of a man. Was you at the ſynagogue laſt ſab- 


"bath day ? 
4 7 3:7; i154; 
John i. 15, + Exod, xxxii, f Exod. iii, 15, 
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J. Do you remember what ſection of the la Rab 
Samuel read ? © 4 n i 
R. He read that ſection, which deſcribes the mĩſ- 
fion of Moſes “. I took particular notice of it. 
J. Vou did well. The miſſion of Moſes is the 
moſt important article in the hiſtory of our nation. 
He undoubtedly related it with the utmoſt preciſion. 
But let us hear the man of God. HE ANGEL OF 
JIZHovAk appeared unto Moſes in a flame of fire, 
out of the midſt of a bufh ... . and Jehovah faid, 
Draw not nigh hither; put off thy ſhoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou ſtandeſt, is 'holy 
ground... I Au THE GoD oF THY FATHER, 
THE GoD or ABRAHAM, Tue GOD or IgAac, 
AND THE GOD or JacO0B.... Say unto the 
children of Iſrael, I Au, JERHOVAH, THE GOD of 
YOUR FATHERS, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE 
Go or Isaac, THE Gop or Jacos, hath ſent 
me unto you: this is MY NAME for ever, and this is 
MY MEMORIAL unto all generations. Go, and I 
will be with thee; have not I JEenovan made the 
dumb, the deaf, the ſeeing, and the blind ?” Is it not - 
plain that he, who ſent Moſes, was Jehovah ? On 

R. What ſay the ſcribes, maſter ? 23S, 
J. What they ſay is of very little conſequence, 
for ever ſince they have left off to take heed to the 
Lord, and have given themſelves. up to the enthu- 
fiaſm of Bath Kol, they have anſwered the propbet's 
deſcription, © they ſee indeed, but perceive not f.. 
Some of them pretend, that a created angel held this 
converſation with Mofes, and ſpoke in the name of 
God, becauſe he was the meflenger of God. But 
they wrett the ſcriptures. Moſes was a meſſenger of 
God to our fathers : but would our fathers have. 
„ bowed their heads and worſhipped,” if Moſes had 
ſaid, I am the God of your fathers, the God of 


5 Exod. iii, 4. + Ifa. vi. g. | 
| A 5: Abrabem 


| { 407) | 
Abraham, the God of Ifaac, the God of Jacob; draw 
not nigh toME; put off your ſhoes ;”” and ſo on. 
The language of Moſes and the prophets is, Tavs 
 SAITH THE LoRD.” | WM 
O. We allow then the ſecond fact. He, who ap- 
. peared to our fathers, was Jehovah. _ . Hen: 

J. If I reſt the evidence of this fact on this ſection, 

I do it only for the ſake of drawing the ſubject into a 
narrow compaſs; for I could argue from the appear- 
ance to Hagar *.; from that to Abraham, to whom 
Jehovah appeared in human form, accompanied by 

io other men, afterwards called angels 4 ; to him 
our father prayed for Sodom after the two other ap- 

pesrances were gone to inform Lot 5 of the deſtruc- h 
tion of that city; and him he called © THE JUDGE WEE 

- OF THE WHOLE EARTH.” The hiſtory of Jacob h 
alone affords ſufficient proof. The angel, who ſpake to 

Jacub in a dream, called himſelf (THE 60D or Bx- 
THEL j};” and the nan, with whom Jacob wreſtled, 
and to whom be made ſupplication, is called © Jx- 

* HOVAH, THE LokD Gob or HosmTs **.” | There 
are many more appearances recorded in the ſame 
manner. Either he who appeared was the true God, 
or Mofes has confounded the creature with the Cre- 

- ator, in a manner very dangerous to the honour of 

tze blefſed God. God may, and in the nature of 

things God muſt, aſſume a form to render himſelf 
-” viſible. to mortals. If that form be human, the be- 

Holders will naturally ſay a nan appeared: but neither 

mennorangels may aſſume the incommunicable names 

And titles of God; nor may they ſuffer themſelves to 

de worſhipped; nor may they bleſs in their own 

names. Three times Jacob called him, who appeared 

, to him, an angel; once he called him a man; and 


Gen. wi. + Gen. xvili. 1, 2. 2 Gen. xix. 1. 
* 2 Gen. xviii. 22. Gen. xxxi. 11, 13. XXviii. 13, &c. 
| * Gen, XXXII. 24. Hoſea X11. 4, 5. 18 6 a N 
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zbove thirty times he ove him the titles Jehovah, 
od. The inviſible 

hen, in human form. | 3 
R. Did he not alſo appear in angelic form, Rabbi? 
J. There is a claſs of beings, which we call angels, 
little higher than mankind * : but the word angels 
not ile. of che nature, much leſs of whe, 


o men in the perſon of a man, is an idea that runs 
hrough all the hiſtory, and all the prophecy of our 


- 
- - 


s that which the prophet Micah mentions. - _ |. 


iſible ſpirit, God, the inviſible ſpirit, aſſumed an 


zearing to our fathers, actu 
as born at Bethlehem- Judah. f 


irch, appeared to our fathers, and was worſhipped" by 


efore myſelf, becauſe “ he was before me 3. 7 


oD 8.” 
O. We are then to conclude from the prophecy 
Iicah, and from the prophecy of Iſaiah, to which 


3 Luke i. 16. 


lie contented.” becauſe in ſo doing, according to G. 
brlel's prediction to my father, I have © turnedmany 
di the children of Ifrael To THE LonD THEIR © 


5 


od did appear to our fathers 


as _ 
op- 
poſed form of theſe ſpirits ; they are Jehovah's me- 
engers, we know no-more of them, and when they 
have rendered themſelves viſible,” they have affumed - 

> human form. The idea of God manifeſting himſelf” 


criptures. This man 18 {tiled Jehovah's fellow , and 40 
he third fact, which I propoſe to your conſideration,” 


R. The three facts then are theſe. God is an jw” 


human form, and in it appeared to our fathers, in 

he early ages of the world. He, who affumed the 

orm of a man in the early ages of the world, in a- 
y became a man, ang 


J. Theſe are the three facts, the inference is eaſy. 2-j 
eſus, who was born at Bethlehem, -exiſted before hies 


hem as Jehovah, the Lord their God. I have, to the 
ieſts, and to the populace, repeatedly preferted him 


* 


* Pſa). viii. 3. + Zech. xiii, 7. f John i. 18. 27 30. 
AG FX .2:. Jolhs + 


| | (: 8:3 : 
Jeſus referred us, that he is God-man, the promiſed} 
J For my part, I have ſuch confidence in the God 
of truth, who can have no intereſt in deceiving us 
and whoſe perfe& wiſdom renders it impoſlible for 
bim to want proper words to expreſs his meaning 
"that one word of his is ſufficient to determine my 
mind on any ſubject. From the ſection in the pro 
het, and from the conduct of Jeſus, I reaſon thus 
Iſaiah f. of works to be performed at the coming 
of © Jenovan THE GOP or IsRAEL.” JESUs 
comes, performs the works, and claims the titles « 
which the prophet ſpeaks, If the: e be therefore an) 
fixed meaning in words, any credit to be given te 
Jeſus, Jesvs 1s JEHovan, THE GOD or ISRAEL. 
Jam not efended. © He cometh from heaven, he is 
above all, and he, who receiveth his teſtimony, ſets tc 
his ſeal, that God is true“.“ | 


: — 
5 DIALOGUE II. 
Jiaſus, the object of Religious Worſhip. 

It is a command of God, repeated by our Saviour! 
“Thou ſhalt worſhip THE LoRD Thy Gop, and 
HIM ONLY ſhalt thou ſerve f.“ Yet theſe ver 
ſcriptures command “ all the angels of God to wor 
ſhip Chriſt 3.” They ſay, At the name of Jeſu 
every knee in heaven, and in earth, ſhould bow 5.“ 
They command * all men to honour the Son evenf 
as they honour the Father .“ Twenty times in thg 
new teſtament, grace, mercy, and peace, are imploret 


of Chriſt, together with the Father. Baptiſm is aq 
act of worſhip performed in bis name. Swearing 


et 


* John in. 31. 33. + Matt. iv. 10. Deut. x. 208 


2 Heb. . % hl. ü. 10. jj John v. 23] 
% Matt. Auviii. 19. | k 


the grave. 


E 
is an act of worfhip, a ſolemn appeal in important 
caſes to the omniſcient God; and this appeal is made 
to Chriſt“. The committing of the ſoul to God at 
death is a ſacred act of worſhip; in the performance 
of this act Stephen died, ſaying, © Lord Jeſus ! receive 
my ſpiritf The whole boſt of heaven“ worſhip 
him, that ſitteth npon the throne, and the Lamby 
for ever and ever 2. | 5 | 

Let us ſuppoſe a thoughtfal Jew preſent at 'Ste- 
phen's death, and hearing him utter theſe words, 
Lord Jeſus ! receive my ſpirit.“ He would inſtantly 
recolle&, that he had heard ſomething hke the words - 
before, and he would ſoon find that the dying man 
took them from the thirty-firſt pſalm. His natural 
train of thought then would be this. David com- 
mitted his ſpirit to JxEnovan. This man com- 
mitted his to JzsUs. Did he take Jeſus and Jehovah 
for THE SAME? David depoſited bis ſoul in the 
hands of the God or TRUTH. Stephen his in the 
hands of Jesus. He certainly took Jeſus of Nazareth -: 
for the God of truth! David committed his ſpirit to -- 
God, becauſe God had RRDREMED him from many 
evils in the courſe of his providence; and becauſe 
God had promiſed to redeem bim from the power of 
Did this man take Jefus of Nazareth for 
the KEDEEMER of Iſrael? The government of both 
worlds, the diſpoſal of providence in this life, the 
diſtribution of rewards in the next; are theſe in the 
hands of Jeſus? What could he have ſaid more of 
* the MosT HIGH Gop, the poſſe fſor of heaven and 
earth & ?” | 
RATION OP THE ALMIGHTY |}?” © The ſoul of 
every living thing the breath of all mankind,” are 
they not in JeHovan's HAND Stephen was 


accuſed of © ſpeaking blaſphemous words againſt Me- 


Rom. ix. 1. 
+ Rev. v. 13, 14. 
Job. Xii. 10. 


+ Acts vil. 59. Pia. XXXi. 5, 
$ Gen, xiv. 9. Job xxxii. 8, 


ſes, 


Is not the ſpirit in man THE INSPI> 


4 


be, and againft God *.” If Jeſus were a man only, 


Stephen was guilty; he died with that confidence in 
a creature, which he ought to have placed in God 


alone. Curſed is the man that truſteth in man, and 


maketh fleſh his arm. 3 
If Jeſus Chriſt be God, Stephen acted with pro- 
priety; if not, the ſame reaſons, that keep us from 


addreſſing him, ought to have operated on Stephen; 

Yea, he was more obliged to refrain by his circum- 
ſtances; he was under a charge of blaſphemy, and he 
ought to haye uſed more than ordinary caution, leſt * 
his adverſaries ſhoald have obtained a ſhadow of an 


argument againſt him. People, who have been un- 
juſtly put to death for pretended treaſonable prac- 
tices, have often takea care to pray aloud for the 
xeigning prince juſt before their execution. The pro- 
priety of their conduct is obvious. But here is an 
unaccountable caſe. A man accuſed of blaſphemy, 
denying the charge, aſſerting in his defence the ho- 


nours of the true God, turning the accuſation againſt 


his judges, charging their anceſtors with guilt for 


I worſhipping the bolt of heaven, and yet invoking Je- 


| & Dan. ii. 46, 47, 48. 
2 WORSHIP,” 


ſus, a mere man, in language which he, his judges, 


his executioners, and the woole nation, had always 


appropriated to Almighty God! The propriety of 


| Stephen's conduct depends on his faith in the deity 


of Chriſt. . 4 | 

The word w5r/b1p is ufed in ſcripture in two ſenſes. 
It is ſometimes put for civil reſpect, and ſometimes 
for religious homage. In the firſt ſenſe Abrabam 


worſhipped the ſons of Heth ?; and Nebuchadnezzar 


worſhipped Daniel, that is to ſay, he made Daniel 
a great man, and gave bim man, great gifts, de- 
elaring at the fame time that Daniel's God was Cop 


or Gops F. This ſenſe of the word is yet retained 
in the office for the ſolemnizing of marriage j. But 


| . Ads vi. 11. J Jer. xvii. 3. t Gen. XXXIIi. 7, 12. 
“ With my body | thee 


in 


61309 e 
in its 8 mearing it is inapplicable to every erea - 
ture, and belongs 4 God alone. The ideas of fa- 
preme and ſubordinale religious worſhip are unknown 
to the — ſcripture. . ** Thou ſhalt woxs nr THE 
WE Lozp Tay Cop, and HI ONLY ſhalt thou ſerve,” 
Zis a law of all ages, and dees, to Chiiſtians as well 
as to Jews. | 
2 us ſuppoſe Timon, a deacon. of the Chriſtian | 
egation at Jeruſalem, juſt returning from the 
— of Stephen, falling into the following con- | 
verſation with Caleb, a Chriſtian, who bad cont» - | 
nued in the city, and had only heard a Zane ac- | 
count of the martyr's death. ts 51 4 
Caleb. Is Stephen really dead? | 
Fimon. He is. I ſaw him fall Fat - and, hefars | 
ſun-ſet, the ſorrowful brotherhood nn to * % 
hin 77. 
C. Did you hear his trial ? | 
T. I was in court, and heard as much as could bas”: 4 


expected in a place of fuch uncommon tumult and 
noiſe, 142 y* 


" 3 = 


C. Who were his accuſers . 2 
T. We have, you know, in this city e ok 
eges, where the ſons of thoſe Jews, who live in 
Ae, Egypt, Greece, and Italy, are ſent to be eu- 
ated. Either the maſters, or the ſtudents, of four 
ff theſe houſes, pretended ſome time ago to confute 
pur doctrine, and to that end diſputed with Ste- 
phen . Unable to reſiſt the force of his reaſoning, 0 
they hit on the abominable method of rendering him 
odious to government, and procured men to accuſe 
him of blaſphemy $. Theſe accuſers depoſed againſt 


him. 


C. The cauſe. was tried then in the eccleſiaſtical by. 
ourt. 


„Ads vii. 60. 1 wn. 2. 1 1. 9. 
8 Acts vi. 9, 10, 11. 3 1 5 


T. It 


*h 16 5 6 

7. It was. Tde Sanbedrim ſat, and the high- 
/ peſt was judge 

C. The — certainly veloped to that court: 
but, as the law of blaſphemy adjudges the blaf- 

Oy be Accel to deaths f: and as the Romans 
rived all our courts of the power of puttin 
a ſub; to death, the whole buſineſs of the ecel 
. court is to determine the nature of the crime, 
In order to do this the Sanhedrim can receive an ac- 
euſation, arreſt a ſubject, place bim at the bar, re- 
ceive the depoſitions againſt him, give an opinion on 
the nature of the crime, and declare what puniſh- 
ment our law inflicts on the criminal. But the in- 
flifion of the puniſhment belongs to the temporal 
courts. - This order was obſerved in the trial our 
blefled Maſter. 

T. Far from obſerving this order now, they had 
not patience to hear him out ; they interrupted him 
in his defence; they dehaved like madmen ; ; the 
court declared 3 guilty of blaſphemy ; and the 
zealots affecting to fall in with the declaration, hur- 
ried him out of the city, and ſtoned him to death, 
without any authority from the governor, Alas! 


had ewe been aware 


C. Aware of what, uber t Had we informed 
the governor of the tumult; had he reſented their 
encroachment on his office ; bad he taken Stephen 
out of their hands ; his interpofition would have de- 
hyed his execution a day or two, but it would not 
have ſaved his life. The Sanhedrim bave not the 
power of putting a ſubject to death, but they have 
the power of determining when he deſerves to die; 
and the ſordid ſcribes will take care ſo to explain the 
word blaſphemy as to include the cafe under con1i- 
deration, and to expoſe the accuſed to the penalty of 
a law, which he has not broken. 


Acts vi. 12. vii. 1. 7 ROS: XXiy, 10.57 
| . How 


* 


* | [ 17 

7 How do the ſcribes define blaſphemy?” 7D 
C. They include in the term a great ria} 5 
lemeanors, which have no relation, or a very diſtant 
one, to that action, which the ſtatute deſcribes by 
he word blaſphemy, the puniſhment of which is 1a 
idation. According to tbem, to ſpeak diſreſpect- 

ully of Moſes, of the law, of the temple, of the 
ity, is to be guilty of blaſphemy y. To do either of 
heſe, ſay they, is to inſult God; for the temple is 
is ſanctuary, the city is his holy place, Moſes is his 
ervant, an the law his will. Thus under the'ſhew 


Y WY we Rl ow 


and involve the nnocent wit 


. ww 53 ''Y WW. 7 VV © 


T. How would you define that blaſphemy, which 
Moſes in the law condemns ? 

C. Blaſphemy, in'my opinion, is the ſpeakin 
vriting of any thing knowingly or wilfully,” w 


x” (F 00 bo baw 


bings, I think, are eſſential io the crime. 1. G0 
mult be the objeR. 2. The words, Which are ſpoken ' 
r written, muſt be in their nature, and, inde 
ently on conſequences, that others may derive 
hem, injurious to the object, God, 3. The - ſubjeet 
dr he who commits the crime, muſt commit 1t #nowe _ 
ng it to be injurions to God, and intending to have 
t underſtood ſo. To this blaſphemy, and, I believe 
o no other, the ſtatute belongs. The 4 1 25 y of 
aim, on whole account the law was made d, that of 
Pharaoh , and that of Rabſhakeh ? agree to "this de- 
nition, What I have deſcribed I Salt? REAL blaſ. 
hemy : but there is a RELATIVE blaſphemy, which 
roceeds from falſe opinions of ry and A man 
pay be guilty of this ignoranily, the tou 
pinioas, wal tend to di ur Tod, but * 
2 


© Lev. — 4 10. F | > Exod, v. 2. viii, 19. ix. 27. 
Iſaiah XKXXY1, TX - > 


' 4 
oy 


dency 


of a wiſe and ſcrupulous ar Aber they abuſe the word, 


. 


ay" 5 firſt in the 
rime, and laſt in the puniſhment of blaſphemy.” | 


s injurious to the perfeckions of Jehovah. Three : 


| £27 „ 
dency of which he does not perceive. A good man 
may be guilty of this conſirudively ; for if he ſpeak 
freely againſt received errors, which the prieſts hold 
- facred, they will conſtrue what he ſays into blaſ- 


— COM 1 

T. Thus they dealt with Stephen. - They accuſed 

him of ſpeaking © blaſphemous words againſt Moſes, 
5. In proof of which the witneſſes 


and againſt G 
ed, that they heard him ſay, Jeſus of Naza- 


depo 
- xcth ſhall deſtroy this place f. This is a propbecy, 
but it is not blaſphemy ; our rulers ſhould have ex- 


amined the truth of this prediction. | 
«4 C. | They did not want information. But what ; 
followed in court? | } Ich, 
F. The holy man, throwing the diſpoſitions of his 
heart into the features of bis face, made his defence, 
The noiſe and confuſion of the court were ſo great 
that we could hear only parts of it, and fo violent 
was the rage of his judges, that they would not ſuf- 
fer him to finiſh it. He intended to own, I thought, 
the prediction, and to deny the blaſphemy of it. 
For theſe purpoſes he ran through. the hiſtory of our 
nation, and ſhewed the defign of God in infiituting 
. ceremonial uſages. They were well adapted to pre- 
vent idolatry, to which the nation had been formerly 
addicted; and to repreſent thoſe ſubſtantial bene- 
fits, which the Meſſiah was to procure. It was no 
blaſphemy to ſay that, when they had anſwered the} 
end of their inſtitution, they were to be aboliſhed. 
Perceiving they would not let him go through hi 
defence, he taxed his judges with murdering Je 
fus Chriſt, and with violating the law. Wher 
my heard-theſe charges they: were cut to the heart, 
they gnaſhed on him with their teeth : but hey 
being full of the Holy Ghoſt, looked up ſtedfaſtly into 
heaven, and ſaid, Behold, I fee the heavens opened, 


9 
„ 


. ry - 
9 5 


Ad vi. 11. + yi. 14. 


: (393) 7 
7 the Son. of Man landing on the right hand -f 


* 
G. Where was be when. be exolaimed dbos) | 
7. He was at the bar in the Sen ben 2 
e temple, where the Sanhedrim fit to hear cauſes; 
ed the place,” againſt which, his accuſers ſaid, he 
Wd ſpoken. blaſphemous words *. This cxcltme. 
dation broke up the court in the utmoſt confuſion, 
dme-*© cried out with a loud voice,” Blaſphem ! 
laſphemy ! others ſtopped their ears,” and t 
ealots, ruſhing on him with one accord,” led him 
om the temple, and © out of the city to bis execu- 
ion . "They ſigned. * without the gate on the 
aſt fide of the city, on the n deſcent r 
he vale of Jehoſhaphat f? 7 | 
C. You followed, I preſume, did you get near | 
2 bear any of his laſt words? | 
T. L ſaw him kneel down, and I heard bin ads 
Ireſs two prayers to Jeſus Chriſt ; one for himſelf, 
"ke other for his enemies. The firſt was, « Lotd 
SY cſus ! receive my ſpirit;“ and the laſt, Lord, lay 
ot this ſin to their charge,” He fell "aſleep as ſoon 
Ws he had uttered the laſt of theſe ejaculations. 
C. Did our compaſſionate maſter appear to bim 
gain at the place of execution; as be had een 
o him inthe ball 2 4 
T. I heard nothing of ſuch an appearance, 
C. His death very much reſembled that of our * 
Nour. His two laſt prayers were eridently taken 
rom the lips of our departing Lord. You remem- 
ber, one of his petitions was, Father! forgive 
nem: and another, Nn into thy 1 


2 3 * 8 : » * ? 3 1. 
* F ” 
I # + Bo 
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75 20 x 
commend my ſpirit *.” The forgiving of fins, and 
the beatifying of a departing ſoul, are works of Je- 
bovah ; to him Jeſus Chrilt applied for both - 'and 
Stephen, by applying to Jeſus ' for both theſe bleſſ- 
: ings, bas 4 that, in his opinion, Jeſus and Je- 
/// r 19712 © oa 900 
FT. The murderers of Stephen; then, will continue 
to think, that he was guilty of blaſphemy ? © © 
C. Undoubtedly: They will ſay, God is an all- 
ſuſſicient being f. His all-ſufficiency is the ground 
on which our feriptures claim religions worſhip» for -4 
him 1. The invocation of others implies an inſuf- e 
Aiciency in God F. The forgiveneſs of fin is one off © 
bis moſt glorious works l. The receiving of a de- 
parting ſoul is another **. Prayer is called Jacrifice ff, od 
And the law ſays, « He that facrificeth ' unto -any Wat 
e 
e 
( 
= 
( 
h 
n 


- 


other God, ſave unto JeHov an on Ly, he ſhall be 
-utterly deſtroyed $4.” Thus will the good man's cha- 
.raQter lie under a charge of conftrufive' blaſphemy, 
„Had Stephen taken Jeſus Chriſt, as ſome of "our 
countrymen take him, for a good man only $8, he 
would have been guilty of BI e goes by. 
Invoking him, for he would have given a ſanction 
to a practice, which evidently tends to difhononr 
God, by diverting ſome of the nobleſt acts of the P 
mind from him, and by fixing them on à creature, Il 
contrary to his expreſs command, Tho 'sHaLTM ( 
-WORSHI1P: NO OTHER GOD: roR JEHO VAR, 
{WHOSE NAMEISJEALOUS,1S A JEALOUS GoD||iſ:” Wo 
The lapidation of Stephen, however, cannot be jul- W' 
*tified: in either of thele caſes; for the law relates 
only to REAL blaſphemy, as I faid beſoree 


Lake xxIii. 34. 46. : Gen. xvii. 1. f P. xcv. 
xcvii. Iſa. l. &. 9 2 Kings i. 3. Dan. ix. 9. 
Exod xxxiv. 7. Luke vii. 40, ** Pſa; xxx 5. 4+ Pſa. 
cxli. 2. cvi. 17. f Exod, xxii- 20. $$ John vii. 12. 


II Exod. xxxiv. 14. or | 
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1 DIALOGUE III. oF ; 
1 We not Tae Gre” 


je- A scalrrunk TRINITY (undoubtedly there is: 
ut our preſent concern is with our Lord's divinity ; 
de ind bad a primitive chriſtian been catechiſed, I be- 


eve he would have anſwered i in fone ey manner £5 


11. this. 8 

d Queſt. Are chriftianeacheile?- L 1657 e 
Anſ. No. We believe a God, wha is a Giri, and- 

e worſhip him in ſpirit and truth *.” 

Do chriſtians worſhip more Gods Wan one? 

A. No. The heathens have * lords many, . 

ods many: but chriſtians have “ but one God, the 

ny father, of whom are all things, and be in him, 24 

de ne Lord Jeſus Ohbnict, by meagre tian all ee 

la- We by him 7. 


I. O. Who is Jeſus Chriſt > 1 + 


zac 4. Jeſus Chriſt is a man 3. Jeſus Chri 5 is God 5. 
he Q. Do chriſtians think, that the man Jeſus is deiſiedꝰ? 
by A. The deincation of creatures forms a ſcience 


— 2 or the « doctrines of demons, as the 
>Arines of ſeducers ; aud © in the latter times ſome 
ill depart from the faith by giving heed to ther U. 0 
Q. Do chriſtians . eſus Chrit 24.» 

A. We do not worſhip the man Jeſas; but we do. 
orſhip the God, who dwells in the man; for © in 

m dwells all the falneſs of the Godhead bodi:y ky 35 
d through him we have acceſs by os Spit unto 
> Father +.” 6495126 173 


ad of Jeſus? 
A. No. We think,“ Jeſs, bei ing in the form of 


John iv. 24. 11 Cor. vin. 5,6. ., I. Tim. 
. John i. 1. 1 Tim. iv. 1. Col. ii. 9. 
UE W+ Epb. ii. 16. 3; Phil. ü. 5, 6. „ 


o. Do 


Q. Do chriſtians think chat the Father is the God- — 


d, thought it not robbery to be equal with God * 


hich they call demonology. Chriſtians conſider 


* 


8 


the Father and of Chrilt, is a myſtery in which a 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowled 


_ unfold myſteries? THT 
_ they vaſold ol the myſterious nature of God; 
God is to us, than what he is in himſellfff. 
 PREHEND 


the great 
chat big way in the lanGuary” an be 1 


uſe of objedts, A man may be a good mariner, wi 
the action of the air. 


(22) 


Q. Do not chriſtians: then worſlii woes ? 
A. We abhor the thought. e fay with the 


ous The Lord our God is one Lord; for there is 
one God, and there is none other but he 0 Nan A 


.Q. Is not this a little my terious? __ 
- A. The acknowl — both « 


FI aa 4 1 


4a ad Ar 


e f. 
Q. Do not ann Wives, that mow cet 


A. We believe. aan er Kaiba * 4 
a thouſand myſteries ; but we 3 not believe th; 


— 


ſures of wiſdom and knowledge AR HID in it 
Our ſeriptures are intended to inform us more wh: 


Q. Do chriſtians believe then what they ca 
comprehend ? & 11 

A. They do, and ſo do all: che refi of -mabk 

« God doth ngs, which men CAxNoT CO 

= way in the ſea, his footſteps” i 

waters ate NOT. KNOWN is it ſtrang 


nne 8 
Q. Why do de concern themſelves with | i 
comprehenfibles ? | 
A. They act in religion as men a8 in che worl 
They know not the nature, but they do know 


2 


9 
m—_ 


can neither account for the ſaltneis of the ſea, nor ſ 


. Does not the chriſtian faith dikcesd reafoit £ 
A. God forbid ! Reaſon aſks and obtains evide 
that God - ſpeaks, and faith believes what he ſay 
Is it irrational to believe him, who cannot lie "4 


S 0 


5 Mark ii. 19. 32. Col. ii. 2, 3. f Col. i 
Job xxvii.s. [ Pfalm Ixxvii. 19. 13. Titus i. 


ol 8 N A belie 


J. ji. 
us i. 


ture and the human are united, and therefore the 


A believer admits the * evidence of things woe 
SEEN. By faith Noah, being warned of God s 


THINGS NOT SEEN A8 YET, prepared an ark. . . 


By faith Abraham, when be was called, obeyed, 
and he went out, NOT KNOWING, WHITHER HE 
weNT.” All the patriarchs died in the belief of 4 
propoſition, of which they had but obſcure and im- 
perfect ideas. A philoſopher ſpeculates objects 
with his own eyes; a believer beholds them, às it 
were, with the eyes of God himſelf. 
I am not a philoſopher exerciſing the ſpeculations 
of my uncertain reaſon to form a conjectural propes 
ſition: I am a chriſtian endeavouring to come at the 
meaning of an infalliable propoſition, laid down by 
God himſelf, I am then obliged to admit that the 
one living and true God united himſelf to the man 
Jeſas, for the purpoſe of diſplaying his glory, and 
thereby of communicating felicity to men, the 
order of intelligent beings. In Jeſus the divine na- 


complex perſon Jeſus is ſtyled God. Thus I have 
one God, and one mediator between God and 


the man Jeſus Chrift®. As God he ang * 


accepts a mediation; as man he mediates, and pre- 


ſents ro HIMSELP a glorious church, holy, and 
without blemiſh +.” * Without cotitroverſy great 
is the myſtery of godlineſs——God'was manifeſt in 
the fleſh .“ % A OE 
Thus far, my brethren, revelation conducts 
the plain chriſtian traveller; here he ſtops; and, as 
he, who goes forward, mult travel either without 
2 guide, or with one who is ignorant of the road, we. 
pught not to be aſtoniſhed if he loſe his way, _ 


| * Heb, xi. — \.* I + I Tim. ii. 3. , 
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